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direct British rule. The Burmese rulers, on the contrary, belong to a totally
different world; the order of their ideas has been as incomprehensible to us
as that of ours to them, while their conception of their own superiority to all
created beings has rendered even ordinary diplomatic intercourse between
themselves and other nations impossible. Even those of the Burmese dig-
nitaries who, in their own personal interest and as established court favourites,
are anxious for the maintenance of a native dynasty on the throne, frankly
admit that there would be no hope of improvement so long as the real power
was wielded by a descendant of Alompra. It would be necessary, they assert,
to place all effective authority in their own hands under the direction of a
British Resident, and to maintain the king as a mere puppet. To any arrange-
ment of this kind there are manifestly grave objections. A puppet king of the
Burmese type would prove a very expensive, troublesome, and contumacious
fiction. Nor do the notables who thus propose to rule in the Royal name
as Mayors of the Palace present the necessary guarantees that the power
entrusted to them would be properly exercised. Under King Thibaw some of
them undoubtedly took an active part in the massacres which justly roused
the indignation of the civilised world, and some of them are well known to have
been in league with the dacoits who ravaged the country.

But even were the establishment of a Protected state a measure desirable
in itself, we are met by the difficulty that there is no prince of the Royal House
to whom the trust could be safely confided.    Had the Nyaung Yan Prince
lived, such a course might perhaps have deserved, in his interests, a certain
amount of serious consideration.   The only living member of the Alompra
family whose  abilities and  influence would make him  even a respectable
candidate is the  Myngun  Prince  now resident at Pondicherry.    But the
principal  claim of this   personage to notoriety is  the fact that he tried
to murder his father, and succeeded in killing his  uncle.   In  any  case,  it
is probable that his feelings towards us are unfriendly.   Having been brought
over   from Burma to India,  where   he was interned,  he escaped and took
refuge with  the French, whom he now  naturally regards as his patrons.
.Even did we countenance his accession, he could not without the aid of British
bayonets, restore order to Upper Burma or maintain himself upon the throne
against the numerous other aspirants of his House, and the successful assertion
of bis authority would be certain to prove the signal for the   re-integration
of commercial, if not of political, intrigues and jobbery at Mandalay adverse
to British interests.   The Nyaung Oke Prince, now in Bengal, is unpopular in
Burma, and of unsatisfactory character.   The difficulty of establishing him
in power at Mandalay would be even greater than in the case of the Myngun
Prince, and the result of the experiment would probably prove disastrous.
None of the other adult princes are men of any note or influence, or command
any substantial following in the country.